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Robustness represents the ability of the surveillance system to produce acceptable outcomes over a
range of assumptions about uncertainty by maximizing the reliability of an adequate outcome.
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Consider choosing a test
with low uncertainty in
sensitivity and specificity to
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Study design

If you are uncertain about
input values (e.g. for sample
size, test characteristics) or
assumptions made about the
population, run a sensitivity
analysis to determine the
effectiveness of your
components over the full
range of values. If any
parameter has a major effect
on the outcome, consider
collecting additional data to
minimize uncertainty for this
parameter.
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If complicated procedures
for transportation are
required, robustness may be
reduced.
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Data Translation/ sample analyses process
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Epidemiological analyses
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